
Overbrook Presbyterian 

Church 
 

 
 

 
 

Worship Service 
Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2019 
10:30 a.m.



Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning! 

 

Notes on Today’s Service 
 

If you are a visitor, we invite you to fill out a card in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate. 
 

Leading Worship Today: 
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor 

Lay Leader: Terri Hunter 
Advent Banner: Tara Paul 

Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music 
The Overbrook Choir 

The Overbrook Westminster Handbell Choir 
Marcia Sommers, guest volunteer 

Toffer Mihalka, tenor 
 

The Chancel Flowers are given to the glory of God 
by Earl and Ann Elise Lindgren in loving memory of their son, 

 Hans Karl Lindgren. 
 

Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but 
should your infant or preschooler become restless during worship, excellent 
childcare is provided in our nursery. 
 

Worship Kits for Children are available at the front entrance to the Sanctuary. 
 

Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are available. 
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs. 

 

Ushers: 
Phil Sheau, Tyrone Frisby, Ron Homer, Jane Krumrine, Jim McDaniel,  

Carol Tulba and Sean Whalen 
 

Opener/Closer: 
Bob Kaercher 

 

Deacons Delivering Flowers: 
Brad Biedermann and Carol Tulba 

 

Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Wistar 
Morris Room hosted by Chef James Mitchell.  
 

  



Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare for worship and 
remember to silence all cell phones before the service. 

=Stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING IN 
 

PRELUDE  arr. Martha Lynn Thompson 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel/Let All Mortal Flesh (b. 1940) 
 The Overbrook Westminster Handbell Choir 
 Christopher Gage and Marcia Sommers, directors  
 
INTROIT  George Thalben-Ball 
 Comfort, O Lord, the soul of thy servant (1896-1987) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   The Fiorillo Family 
 
Leader: O God, we light the second candle of Advent. The candle of peace.  
 
People: “Prepare the Way of the Lord” HYMN No. 95 

Sung in canon with four groups, each beginning two measures later than the last. 

 
 
Leader:  We kindle this candle of peace. As the discord rages around us 
 and in us, we are confident that God is preparing something 
 new, something beside the strife that plagues our world.  
 
  



People: Loving God, in our waiting and our watching,  
we pray for peace. Peace in our hearts, peace in our families, 
and peace in our world.  
May the whole world be filled with your peace. In our 
waiting may we notice your peace descending.  



HYMN No. 348  HELMSLEY 
 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)  
Loving God, we come to you after hiding in the shadows for too long. 
We have tried to hide our shame, but it still rests heavy on our 
shoulders. So come, light of the world, and free us from the past. Come, 
savior of the nations, and save us from our guilt. Come, gracious one, 
and bring us peace. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
KYRIE ELEISON  Andrew Senn 
  (b. 1978) 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
GLORIA PATRI  HYMN No. 581 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 11:1-10 Page 602/pew Bible 
 
BLESSING OF OUR NEW MEMBERS:   Adam Hearlson 
 Ann Elise Lindgren 
 Earl Lindgren 
 Emily Goedde 
 
ANTHEM  G. F. Handel 
 Recitative and Air from Messiah (1685-1759) 

Toffer Mihalka, tenor 
 

Comfort ye my people, saith your God. 
Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, 

and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, 
that her iniquity is pardoned. 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
“Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God!” 
 

Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill made low, 

the crooked straight, and the rough places plain. 

(from the Book of Isaiah) 

 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 3:1-12 Page 2/pew Bible 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON “An Unexpected Road” Adam Hearlson 


HYMN No. 84  CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM 
 Creator of the Stars of Night 

 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS Adam Hearlson 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (using Debts/Debtors) Page 35, Glory to God Hymnal 
 
SHARING OF PEACE (“The peace of Christ be with you,” “And also with you”) 
 
OFFERING  Hal Hopson 
 Thou Shalt Know Him When He Comes (b. 1933) 
 The Overbrook Choir 
 

Thou shalt know Him when He comes, 
Not by any din of drums, 

Nor the manner of His airs, 
Nor by anything He wears. 

 
Thou shalt know him when he comes, 

not by His crown or His gown, 
But His coming known shall be 

by the holy harmony which His coming makes in thee. 
Thou shalt know Him when He comes. Amen. 

Anonymous 

 
DOXOLOGY  HYMN No. 102, vs. 4  

 


PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

  



SENDING FORTH 
 
HYMN No. 96  WINCHESTER NEW 
 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE  John Yarrington 
 The Peace of God (b. 1941) 

 
 Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE  Christopher Tambling 
 Postlude on “Winchester New” (1964-2015) 

 
The cover artwork is Tree of Jesse, originally part of the Hamburg Cathedral 
Altarpiece depicting the Life of Mary. It is notable for its depiction of God 
passing on the spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, 
knowledge, and respect, as is written in Isaiah 11:2. Its artist, Absolon 
Stumme (d. 1499), was a late Gothic painter who worked in Northern 
Germany. 



This Week at Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
 

Sunday, December 8 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour & Fair Trade Market 
 12:00 p.m. Deacons – Chapel 
 12:00 p.m. Personnel Committee-Williamson Room 
 3:00 p.m. Messiah Sings 
Monday, December 9 5:30 p.m. Junior Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
Tuesday, December 10 7:00 p.m. Session 
Wednesday, December 11 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study-Chapel 
Thursday, December 12 6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Bell Room 
 7:30 p.m. Overbrook Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
Sunday, December 15 9:15 a.m. Adult CE Forum-Chapel 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Special Congregational Meeting 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 12:00 p.m. Christian Education Committee 

 
Looking Ahead: OPC Happenings 

 

Today 
 

During worship today we will welcome three new members to the OPC family, 
Ann Elise Lindgren, Earl Lindgren and Emily Goedde.  Please see the end of the 
bulletin announcements for an introduction of our newest members.   
 
Today is the last day for the Fair Trade Market.   If you haven’t already, please be 
sure to stop the Wistar Morris Room during Fellowship Hour and see the items 
available. 
 

This afternoon is the 25th Annual Messiah Sing at 3:00 p.m.  A beloved Advent 
tradition continues at Overbrook Presbyterian Church. Members of the 
professional Overbrook Quartet sing recitatives and arias from Messiah, while 
members of the audience—this means you!—sing the choruses of G. F. Handel's 
masterpiece. A free-will offering will be taken, with proceeds to benefit the music 
program at Overbrook, and a reception will follow. No music? No problem—
scores will be available for rent. Don't want to sing? That's okay—just come and 
enjoy the music. For 25 years, countless people have participated in this tradition. 
Join us!  
 

Sunday, December 15 
Special Congregational Meeting, immediately following worship. The 
purpose of this meeting will be to receive the report of the Nominating Committee 
posting their slate of nominees for Elder, Deacon and the At-Large Members of 
the 2020 Nominating Committee.  Please see the list of nominees and their bios 



on the last page of the bulletin announcements.  Since it is a Special 
Congregational Meeting, no other business may be conducted except the business 
at hand. 
 
Sunday, December 22 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent, the Overbrook congregation will decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas during service. We will arrange poinsettias, place 
garlands and candles on our windowsills, and decorate our Chrismon tree. We 
will hear the Word from scripture, listen to narratives relating these symbols to 
our faith, and sing the songs of Advent. It will be a beautiful service of worship 
and it requires a great deal of preparation. If you would like to help us make 
garlands and bows, please join us on Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall.  There will be coffee and goodies and most of all fellowship. Bring clippers if 
you have them. You may sign up at coffee hour or on via sign-up genius link on 
our website.  You know we would not want to run out of coffee on Saturday 
morning. Questions: contact Eileen Wiggins 215-360-6459 or 
eewiggins3@gmail.com. 
 
Sunday, December 29 
Please sign up for the Pre-College (11th and 12th grade) and College Students’ lunch 
and conversation starting at noon in the Chapel.  If you are home for winter break, 
come and meet up with other students, some already in college, some just 
finishing their first semester, some preparing to make the decision to go, or not to 
go, and some who have recently finished college.  Share your stories or just enjoy 
the lunch. Please let Artia Benjamin know if you can come by text at 215-266-8758, 
email at newlife5125@gmail.com, or Sign-Up Genius via our website. You can also 
sign up during Fellowship Hour. Looking forward to seeing you! 
 
Friday, March 27, 2020 
You are invited to join the conversation about the long-term vision of Overbrook 
Presbyterian Church as we plan to meet the needs and dreams of the future! Hold 
the date for the OPC Vision Summit: Friday, March 27, 2020, at 6:30 p.m.  At 
this summit, we will be guided through an intentional process for discerning our 
mission statement, our core values, and our long-term goals as a church. With the 
help of our trained consultants, Ministry Architects, we will work together to 
shape the scope of OPC’s work in the community.  There will be much more 
information shared as we get closer. The entire church is invited. Light 
refreshments will be served.  Bring your best ideas!  
  

mailto:eewiggins3@gmail.com


 

 

General Announcements   
 
Adopt-A-Family: Today is the last day for receiving gifts for the Pathways 
PA Adopt-a-Family program. Mission and Outreach thanks you to all who have 
donated and for making this a part of your Christmas tradition.  If you have 
questions, contact Nancy Gilhool, gilhoolfam@verizon.net. 

 
The Christmas poinsettia sign-up sheet is now in the Wistar Morris 
Room. You can also email Lisa in the church office with your 
Christmas plant donation. Donation is $20.00 and can be dropped off 
or mailed to the Church office. 

 
Estimates of Giving: It's not too late to help Overbrook Church plan for the 
coming year by sharing your Estimate of Giving. Your 2020 pledge helps our 
financial team know how ambitious our dreams can be! We know we have some 
significant financial challenges _ including costly roof replacements. The 
incredible generosity of this congregation sustains our physical buildings and our 
ministry. We thank you for prayerfully considering sharing your time, talent and 
treasure. Pledges may be made in writing, by putting a pledge card in the offering,  
or by contacting our financial secretary, Carol Rozmiarek, at carol@overbrookpresb.org. 
With gratitude, the OPC Stewardship Committee 
 

Coffee Hour No More! Fear not! Our time with snacks after worship is not going 
away. It is being renamed to better reflect the meaning of the gathering.   The 
Congregational Life Committee invites you to FELLOWSHIP HOUR, formerly 
known as Coffee Hour. For many at Overbrook, this time with food and friends 
and welcoming of newcomers feels like an extension of worship. It's more than 
coffee! It's fellowship! So, we'll celebrate it that way going forward with a new 
name. With that being said, we are still in need of Fellowship Hour Hosts for the 
following Sundays: December 15, 22 & 29. For more information or to volunteer, 
please contact Peggy Kaercher at kaerchm@gmail.com or via text at 484-429-4719 
or Pat Ogundele at 610-668-1309.  
  

mailto:gilhoolfam@verizon.net
mailto:kaerchm@gmail.com


Advent Happenings at OPC 
 

Advent is a penitential season within the cycle of the church year that recalls a 
world in darkness and that awaits the coming of Christ’s eternal light. At OPC, 
we invite you to wait alongside us as we anticipate the coming of Jesus—both in 
the world, and in the age to come. We will prepare and celebrate His most holy 
birth by participating in the series of activities listed below: 
 

 

Sunday, December 8, 2019, 9:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m. - Fair Trade Market 

Sunday, December 8, 2019, 3:00 p.m. - 25th Annual Messiah Sing 

Friday, December 20, 2019, 7:00 p.m. - Service of the Longest Night 

Saturday, December 21, 2019, 5:00 p.m. - Youth (Grades 6-12) White Elephant 
 Party at Adam’s House 

Sunday, December 22, 2019, 10:30 a.m. - Greening of the Church Service 

Tuesday, December 24, 2019, 5:00 p.m.- Christmas Eve will begin at 5:00 pm 
with our  Family Service .  Immediately after the 5:00 p.m. Family Service, we will 
be serving a simple supper of sandwiches, soup, veggie sticks and cookies. 
Gingerbread houses will be ready for decorating at 6:00 p.m.  A sign up for 
Gingerbread houses will be available during Fellowship Hour on Sunday’s, 
through a sign up genius on the website, emailing Lisa at 
office@overbrookpresb.og or calling the church office (215-877-2744) to reserve a 
house, there is no charge for the gingerbread houses but a good will donation is 
greatly appreciated to help defray the costs.   
This evening’s plans are a long-time OPC tradition. Serving a simple meal (we will 
be collecting a free will donation) helps the cooks in your home get a much needed 
break from the hectic holiday schedule. A sign-up will be available soon online 
and during fellowship hour for donations of cookies, soup, veggie tray, set-up and 
clean-up.    Grown OPC “children” come back year after year for the gingerbread 
house decorating.. Everyone is welcome.  
Tuesday, December 24, 2019, 9:00 p.m.: Traditional Candlelight Service of 
Lessons and Carols 
 

And, after Advent… 
Sunday, January 5, 2020, 1:30 p.m. - “The Art of Advent: Seven Centuries of Great 
Sacred Art,” a guided tour by Peter Seidel at the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 
  

mailto:office@overbrookpresb.og


 Prayer List  
 

 Olivia Ann Corrar, first granddaughter of Michael and Deborah Rottinger, 
born 6 weeks early. 

 Ellen Barnhart, friend of Mary Lou Ryce, leaving rehab after breaking her 
shoulder in 4 places.  

 We offer unspoken prayers for Peggy Garrett and Eric Kelner. 
 Katie Kupstas' dad is undergoing treatment for stage 4 lung cancer. He has his 

last round on Monday. So far the tumor has shrunk a little bit. It’s holding 
steady in his lymph nodes.    

 Becky Lazo's mom continues to deal with discomfort following her medical 
procedure. 

 Rev. LoisAnn Furgess-Oler has been recovering from bronchitis 
 Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, is undergoing treatment for 

recurrence of cancer.  
 John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT. 
 Margaret Young’s son Keith continues to overcome health setbacks while 

dealing with cancer. 
 Diane, Laurie Geer’s sister, has been coping well while battling pancreatic 

cancer. 
 Julie Hearlson, Adam’s stepmother has completed her chemotherapy and is 

awaiting test results. 
 Ed Harvey is doing better but is still facing some major dental work. He is 

grateful for all the prayers. 
 Erin Harris, a friend of the Taussig-Lux family, will participate in a clinical 

trial for an aggressive form of cancer 
 Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is undergoing treatment for cancer. 
 Ellen Burr is experiencing ongoing medical concerns. 

 
Please contact Mike Rottinger (mike.rottinger@comcast.net) 

or the Church Office to add names to the prayer list. 
  



Overbrook Presbyterian Church would like to introduce to you the newest 
members of our congregation:  Ann Elise Lindgren, Earl Lindgren and Emily 
Goedde.  Please take a few moments to learn a little more about them: 
 
Emily Goedde moved to the Philadelphia area, along with her husband Brian and 
kiddos Theo (11) and Lena (8), just over four years ago, so Brian could join the 
faculty at the Community College of Philadelphia. A couple of years later, 
deciding new challenges were in order, the family welcomed Frieda, now a full-
fledged toddler, and then their dog, Coco, who still acts like a puppy despite no 
longer being one. They currently don’t need any more pets or babies. A native 
Michigander, Emily loves all things “winter, snow, and ice,” but her favorite city 
is Taipei, Taiwan (which rivals Philly in mugginess), where she lived for several 
years studying Chinese. Emily has a PhD in Comparative Literature from the 
University of Michigan, and when she’s not family-wrangling, she is a translator 
and college professor. Over the past year, the Overbrook community has been 
both welcoming and inspiring, and she is honored and excited to join today. 
 
Ann-Elise Lindgren is the daughter of a Swedish immigrant father and a 
Swedish-American mother. She grew up in a small town in Connecticut in a 
Swedish pietistic church denomination. She has a degree in English Literature 
and a Nursing degree from Swedish Covenant Hospital in Chicago. She met her 
husband, Earl, in Chicago and they had three children—Kristin Ann, an English 
professor at Haverford College; Sonja Beth, a psychotherapist in Wayne; and 
Hans Karl, a truly kind and gifted person who died at age 32 after a long struggle 
with schizophrenia. Ann Elise has been a school nurse, stay-at-home mom, church 
school superintendent, tutor in Special Education, office manager in Earl’s 
architectural firm, nanny, post-partum doula, and caregiver. A highlight of her life 
with Earl is the mission trip they took to Guatemala in 2003, where they enjoyed 
the reciprocal experience of ministering to the Guatemalans and being ministered 
to in return. Ann Elise believes Overbrook Presbyterian Church is the right place 
for her. She appreciates the inter-generational, inter-ethnic aspects and the 
overall sense of warmth and goodness present here. 
 
Earl Lindgren was born in Chicago, the youngest of six, to a Swedish immigrant 
father and a Swedish-American mother who spoke no English until she started 
grade school in 1898. Like his wife, Ann Elise, he grew up in a Swedish pietistic 
church community, and they are still members today. Earl earned a degree in 
Architectural Engineering from the University of Illinois in 1956, and he started 
his own architectural firm in Connecticut in 1967. The firm had two building 
design specialties: churches and facilities for behaviorally and emotionally 
disturbed children. It won two national design awards—one for a church, the 
other for a continuing care retirement community. Playing tennis and spending 
time in the natural world have been lifelong enjoyments for Earl. A highlight of 



his life with Ann Elise was a 7-week, 12,000-mile cross-country trip they took 
with their three children in 1971, camping in several national parks. He and Ann 
Elise moved to the Philadelphia area a year ago to be close to their daughters’ 
families. Now he looks forward to being a part of this vibrant church community.   
  



Slate of Officers proposed by 2019 Nominating Committee 
Raelyn Harman, Chairperson/Elder Representative, Larry McGhee, Vice-
Chairman/Elder Representative, Sabrina Johnson, Deacon Representative; 
Solomon Hunter, Alyce Marsh, Davorka Sabljak, Jason Sheau, Members-at-Large. 
 

Elders: 
 

Elizabeth Cosgriff for a 3-year term 
Elizabeth and her husband Joe been coming to OPC since early 2001 and have 
raised five children here. Elizabeth loves the warmth, thoughtfulness and caring 
of this community.  At OPC, Elizabeth has served as a deacon and elder and on 
the New Members Committee and has led Bible Study.  She is currently on the 
Mission and Outreach Committee and Communications Committee. She is also 
helping with the OPC book club and Adult Forum. Outside of OPC, she has 
worked as an attorney and editor. 
 
Robert Harden for a 3-year term 
Robert Harden and his wife Miriam have been members of OPC roughly 17 years. 
Originally members of a Baptist church near their home in Jenkintown, Bob and 
Miriam decided to join OPC after sharing several visits and special occasions at 
OPC with Bob’s parents,  Robert and Gwen Harden, who have been members for 
25 years. Their daughter, Madison, was raised at OPC and currently is a senior at 
Columbia University.  Bob has participated on two Pastoral Nominating 
Committees and the Personnel Committee. He’s also been active as a Sunday 
usher and lay leader. He said his family loves OPC’s diversity, community 
engagement, music and preaching, but the warmth of the congregation has been 
what’s kept them all these years. Bob recent retired as an executive at Dow 
Chemical Company after almost 38 years and exploring new ways to keep busy.  
 
Larry McGhee, Vice-Chair of 2019 Nominating Committee, served 1 year to fill a 
vacancy, would be reinstalled for a full 3-year term. 
Larry has been an OPC member since 2012 and previously attended Tenth 
Presbyterian for over 15 years. Larry has served with The Matthew 25:35 Project, 
Board of Deacons, and OPC Property Committee. Larry and his wife Andrea reside 
in Wynnefield, and they have three children and eight grandchildren. He works 
as a Realtor.  
 
Deb Rottinger for 2nd term consecutive 3-year term 
Deb grew up at OPC and has been a member of since her confirmation some 47 
years ago. She currently serves the church on both the Worship & Music and the 
Mission & Outreach committees, as well as sings in the choir. In the summers, 
she has served our young people as a VBS youth leader and mission trip chaperone. 
Deb has been married to Mike Rottinger for 38 years and together they have two 
daughters, Jessica Corrar, married and living in Mount Airy with their first 



grandchild on the way, and Rebecca Rottinger, engaged and living in Denver. Deb 
teaches computer science and technology at the Woodlynde School in Strafford. 
She and Mike enjoy hiking, traveling and rooting for the Eagles. They share their 
home with their dog, Ginger.  
 
Eileen Wiggins for 2nd consecutive 3-year term 
Eileen has been a member of OPC for 30 years. A good Baptist, she initially 
brought herself and her children to OPC because they had a nursery. She brought 
up her three kids at OPC and they collectively did everything youth could do: 
choir, bells, mission trips, Triennium. She served two three-year terms on Session 
in the 1990s, was clerk for part of the time, and returned to session three years 
ago. She has served on Mission and Outreach, Worship and Music, Personnel and 
Pastoral Nominating committees. She was moderator of the Women of 
Overbrook in the 1990s. Eileen is a retired attorney, retired elementary school 
teacher, and wellness advocate. 
 
Deacons: 
Bill Baker for a 3- year term 
Bill Baker was raised a Baptist, but after marrying, he and Susie settled in York in 
1973 and joined the First Presbyterian Church.  In 1988, they and their four kids 
moved to Michigan, where Bill taught the confirmation class and served as 
Deacon and Elder at a Presbyterian church in Birmingham. At both churches, Bill 
served as an usher. The high point of their church experience occurred after 
automotive companies were shedding employees in 2007, when Susie and Bill 
moved to Georgia for four years. They joined Maranatha Baptist Church in Plains, 
an exciting community that hosted many guests each week to hear former 
President Jimmy Carter teach Sunday School.  Upon retiring in late 2016, Bill and 
Susie moved back to Pennsylvania to join son John, his wife Jean, and their kids,  
Lillian, Henry and—soon after their arrival—Theodore.  Since joining Overbrook, 
Bill has been singing in the choir and serving on the property and finance 
committees. 
 
Artia Benjamin for a 2nd consecutive 3-year term 
A lifelong Christian, Artia was baptized at the age of 12 in a Baptist Church and 
has been attending OPC attending for 20 years and member for 17 years.  She lives 
in West Philadelphia and is the mother of two adult daughters, Amanda and 
Alexa, who were confirmed at OPC. She works at the Philadelphia Federal 
Reserve Bank as a Senior Supervisory Analyst and serves on the board of the Olive 
Community Improvement Association, a community organization where she live. 
At OPC, she has served on the Christian Education Committee and was a delegate 
at Presbyterian USA Multicultural Conference in Orlando. She is currently co-
chair of Congregational Life Committee. What she loves about being a Deacon is 



visiting congregants who are sick, assisting with transporting those in need and 
caring for the congregation is many other ways. 
Suchita Fiorillo for a 2nd consecutive 3-year term 
Suchita has been attending OPC for the past 15 years with her husband, Victor.  
During that time they have added two children,  Zubin and Aria. Suchita has 
served as Deacon, teaches Sunday School, and has chaperoned the Youth Mission 
Trip. She is active in middle and high school ministries. Suchita recently started a 
new career at Friends' Central as a nursery teacher.   
 
Bob Kaercher for a 3-year term 
Bob is a third-generation member of Overbrook Presbyterian Church and a 
product of the Overbrook Preschool early years. He and his wife Peggie were 
married at Overbrook in 1991 and live in Wynnewood with their sons, Brett and 
Austin. He has served Overbrook as an Elder when he was younger and as an usher 
and opener / closer. When not at Overbrook, Bob served as a volunteer firefighter 
for 36 years and a paid firefighter for 28 of those years. Currently, he is putting his 
St. Joseph’s degree to good use at Penn Medicine, where he works as an 
accountant for the Anesthesia Department. 
 
Nickie Stokes for a 2nd consecutive 3-year term 
Nickie became an OPC member in 2007 and serves as a deacon, a member of 
Christian Education, a shepherd to Sunday school students, an usher, as well as 
the coordinator for acolytes, communion servers, communion set-up and 
communion clean-up. She got her start young in church ministry, becoming a 
Sunday School teacher at the tender age of 10 in her father’s church when no one 
else was available to fill the position. Nickie is a native of Columbia, South 
Carolina, earned a bachelor’s degree in political science from Benedict College and 
a master’s in elementary education at Temple. She taught grades one through six 
at Alexander Adaire Elementary School in Fishtown and retired in July 2011 after 
41 wonderful years of service with the School District of Philadelphia. She and her 
husband Milton have two daughters, Nicole Stokes Robinson and Stephanie 
Fountain.  She also has two grandchildren, Deja-Nicole and Nicolas. 
 
2020 Nominating Committee Members-at-Large serving 1-year terms: 
 

Cheryl Davis 
Cheryl is a second-grade teacher at Friends’ Central School. A member of 
Overbrook since 1998, Cheryl served on the Preschool Committee for several 
years. She counts it a privilege to have served on OPC’s most recent Pastor 
Nominating Committee. Cheryl is a member of the Christian Education 
Committee and has enjoyed helping out with Vacation Bible School during the 
past several summers. Cheryl lives in Wynnewood with her husband of 11 years, 
Adam Hotek, and their boys, Blake and Elias. Cheryl loves the rich diversity of 



Overbrook, the warmth and caring of its congregation, and the church's 
commitment to various kinds of services. 
Sharon Parker 
A member since 2010, Sharon Parker first visited Overbrook at the invitation of 
her son, Jason Duckworth, and his family. A retired educator and school 
administrator, Sharon has served as a member of Session, chairing the Christian 
Education Committee.  She has also served on church staff as Director of Christian 
Education, Head of Staff, and Director of Church Administration. With the 
prayerful support of the congregation, Sharon has accepted mission calls to teach 
English at indigenous seminaries in Papua New Guinea and Myanmar. She has 
also earned some renown for her biscuits and gravy at Prayer Breakfasts. Her 
greatest life joys are realized through time with her family and in vocational 
service to God's people.  
 
Mike Rottinger 
Mike Rottinger lives with wife Deborah and dog Ginger in Wynnewood.  He is 
an embedded firmware engineer, working for his current employer, Ellenby 
Technologies, Inc., in Woodbury Heights NJ, for over 20 years. Mike has been a 
member of Overbrook Church for over 25 years. He has served Overbrook as an 
elder and as a deacon and has been active in Mission and Outreach. He chaired 
the Pastor Nominating Committee which called pastor Wallace Bubar to OPC. 
Mike has always felt that he receives so much more from this community than he 
could ever give. 
 
Judy Williamson 
Judy has been a member of OPC for over 40 years. She has been involved with 
Christian Education most of those years and serves as an usher. She was a teacher 
in Early Childhood Education for 30 years, is married to Dick Williamson and has 
two daughters and four grandchildren. Her daughter Leah Mayne attends OPC 
with her husband and two boys. Judy also enjoys volunteering for the Narberth 
Community Theater concessions. 
 
Alternate Member-at-Large: Keedra Carroll 
Keedra Carroll has been a member of Overbrook Presbyterian Church for 13 years. 
She is currently a member of the Stewardship Committee and has previously 
served on the Finance and Nominating Committees. She also served as Co-Chair 
for Overbrook’s 125th Anniversary Celebration. Keedra has been employed at 
Vanguard for 23 years and her current position is a Senior Communication 
Consultant for Retirement Plans. She lives in East Falls with her husband Greg 
Goodwin and twins Saronn and Siarra. What she loves most about Overbrook is 
the sense of community and compassion that this congregation demonstrates on 
a daily basis. She is looking forward to continuing her work in the church for the 
upcoming year and years to come. 



 
  



OPC COMMITTEES AND CONTACTS 
 

Christian Education Becky Lazo: rebeccalazo@hotmail.com 
Clerk of Session Sara Davis: skdavis@verizon.net 
Communications Karen Wong: testawong@gmail.com 
Congregational Life Raelyn Harman: raelynkay@aol.com 

Artia Benjamin: NewLife5125@aol.com 
Deacons Mike Rottinger: mike.rottinger@comcast.net 
Finance Lainie Blodgett: elblodgett@yahoo.com 
Mission and Outreach Aimerie Scherluebbe: aimerie.scherluebbe@gmail.com 
New Members Ron Homer: ronald.homer@verizon.net 
Personnel Eileen Wiggins, Interim: eewiggins3@gmail.com 
Property Jeff Bowker: bowkerjeffrey@gmail.com 

Larry McGhee: ljmcghee@gmail.com 
Ted Dillon: esdillon@earthlink.net 

Stewardship Will Schick: willsch84@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Stephanie Morris: stephaniekale@hotmail.com 
Worship and Music Rachel Carnahan: carnahanrachel@gmail.com 

 
OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19151 
Phone: 215-877-2744 | Email: office@overbrookpresb.org 

www.overbrookpresb.org 
 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Designated Pastor 
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus 

Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music 
Anthony Carrella - Director of Christian Education 

Lisa Faso - Office Manager 
Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary 
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian 

 

The Overbrook Quartet: 
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Anthony Carrella, alto; 
Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass 





 

 

Overbrook Presbyterian Church is a welcoming and 
diverse Christian community that actively seeks to 

love and serve God, each other, and the world. 

mailto:elblodgett@yahoo.com

